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The Early Years

George Washington was born in Westmoreland County, Virginia. On the 22d February 1732, as the first-born son of Augustine Washington and his second wife Mary Ball Washington, wealthy  English emigrants. His early years he spent along the Potomac River on the family estate on Pope’s Creek. Out there, he studied mathematics, surveying, the classics and the “rules of civility”.  As a young man, he wanted to go to sea, but that was effectively discouraged by his mother. In 1743, when his father died, he moved to his half brother Lawrence at Mount Vernon. He started surveying the Shenandoah Valley and lay out the town of Belhaven. His life with his brother had an abrupt finish when Lawrence Washington died in tuberculosis in 1752.

The Years In The Army

In the start of French and Indian War 1754 the young and ambitious Washington started to make a name for himself fighting for Britain as adjutant of one of the four Virginia military districts. During the war he wrote a diary of the dangers and difficulties and he published it in Williamsburg on his return. He learned quickly and faced problems with a combination of brashness and native ability. This earned him respect with his superiors and although he lacked experience, at the age of 23 he reached the grade of lieutenant and was appointed commander in chief of the Virginia militia, responsible for defending the boarder. He joined General John Forbes successful campaign against the Frenchmen at Fort Duquense in 1758. It can be said that it was during this years that Washington developed to a calm and confident leader and understood how to effectively deal with the public.   

The Quiet Years Back Home Before The Independence War

After that, when the Virginia frontier was safe from the French, he left the army and returned home to restore his from the war badly damaged estate Moutn Vernon. He married the young and wealthy widow Martha Dandridge Custis in January 1759, whit whom he lived happily with for the rest of his life. With the support of a growing group of influential friends he entered politics and served in Virginia’s House of Burgesses until 1774. 1769 he became the leader in Virginia’s opposition to the colonial policies of Great Britain. Even though he was affected personally by some of the British policies, the discrimination against colonial officers, the restrictions against western expansion and the usual planter’s problem with continually being in dept to his London agents, he at first hoped to reach a peaceful solution with England. 
The Revolutionary Years 

In June of 1775 he was the Congress’s choice for the commander in chief for the Continental Forces. He took control of the troops surrounding Boston on July 3 and devoted the next few months to train the 14000-man army. He occupied Dorchester Heights and forced the British to evacuate on March 17th. Thereafter he had to move to New York to defend the City against a combined land and sea attack. He made his first big mistake by occupying Brooklyn, but he saved his army with a skilful retreat into Westchester County. In the end of 1776 things  really looked bad for George Washington and the American war for liberty. New York City was lost to the British, he was short of both men and supplies, soldiers were deserting in great numbers, the civilian morale was low and the Congress withdraw from Philadelphia, seeing a possible British attack as a great menace.

But on the Christmas night in 1776 the luck turned for Washington and his men when they conquered Trenton in New Jersey despite the protection of the Hessian garrison with much more men the Washington’s army. He continued the campaign by advancing to Princeton but he would soon fail again. In the autumn he suffered serious reverses at both Brandywine and Germantown in Pennsylvania. America had great success on the battlefield this, but it belonged to Benedict Arnold and Horatio Gates, which defeated the British at Saratoga. This led to the so-called “Conway Cabal”, a plot by some army officers and some members of the congress with the purpose to replace Washington with Horatio Gates or another more successful commander. Thanks to a quick reaction by Washington the plan never took action, Washington was overall superior to his rivals, and had a great public support. While holding his army united during the hard winter at Valley Forge he learned that France had heard about the American liberation. With help from Prussia and France he could face the spring with renewed strength. When the French army arrived in  1780 Washington concentrated all his powers on coordinating the two allies efforts against Britain. Together with Rochambeau and d’Estaing, he plans and executes the Yorktown Campaign against Charles Cornwallis and in the 19th October of 1781 the American victory is secured.

Washington grow even more during the war. In the beginning he took many advice from more experienced officers like Gates but he quickly learned to trust his own judgement, he was bold when needed and cautious when needed. He was prepared to fail at first in order to succeed at last, he was excellent in improvising at the battlefield, he combined new recruits with veterans in a masterful way, and most important, he learned how to deal with civil authority.

The Years As President

Once again he returns home to a damaged Mount Vernon after a war. He avoided going into Virginia politics though he preferred to concentrate on the  restoration of his estate. Mount Vernon, like its owner, becomes a national institution, and his diary notes a steady stream of visitors, both Americans and people from overseas

But he would get back in to politics. He became the head of the Virginia delegation to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia. His name was respected all over America by this time and he was elected presiding officer of the convention. He voted for a strong central government, but besides of that he kept a low profile and did not contribute much direct to the convention, but just his presence were important. When the Constitution was submitted George Washington without much doubt elected president. He started his duty as the president of the United States Of America the 30th April 1789. As usual he acted careful and thought of all of his states as he started his first years with travelling New England and the South.

1792 he was reelected, and the year after he faced the biggest crisis yet for the American government, the war between England and France, and which part America would play in it. His policy of neutrality angered many pro-French members of his government. America settled with Britain in 1794, and even though the Americans really won on this deal, many of the people under the president thought of it as surrender to British demands which lay ground for the Whiskey  Rebellion in Pennsylvania.

George Washington left office in March 1797, after 8 years of presidency. By now, the country had a well established financial system, the Indian menace east of Mississippi was eliminated, agreements with England and Spain had both enlarged the U.S. territory and created a more secure diplomatic situation. The two new parties, the Democratic-Republicans and the Federalist party both tried to talk Washington (who never had been a member of any of the parties) into a new term, but he refused. At last, a new federal government was accepted, and Washington wrote a Farewell Adress, warning America against permanent alliances abroad, and he went home to Mount Vernon. His vice-president came to be his predecessor.  Two years later, December 1799, he died at the age of 67. The nation mourned him for months.
Källor:

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/pres/washington/
http://susning.nu/George_Washington
http://www.pbs.org/georgewashington/father/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/aa/wash
http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/P/gw1/about/washingt.htm









1
3

